Clinical decision making and health care policy: what is the link?
The relationship between clinical decision making and health care policy is here considered in different ways. First, it is suggested at the most simple level that a key link between the two is that both are concerned with health. Second, the need for accepting the presence of uncertainty at both levels is highlighted: uncertainty related to inputs and outputs; to assessing weights for various outcomes; to attitudes to risk; etc. Third, the paper emphasises the desirability of looking beyond only the output 'health' at the two levels of decision making. Not that the relationship between clinical and health service decision making is taken to be constant across all health care systems in all countries. The paper suggests rather that just how clinical decision making is affected by the health care environment in which it finds itself needs more investigation than it has received to date. The authors indicate that the recent growth in the formal analysis of medical decision making is to be welcomed but stress the need to extend such analysis to consider the impact on clinical decision making of health care policy making.